THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

In April of the same year the Davenports went to
Hamburg and then to Berlin, but the expected war
(which their guides told them would  come about)
made   the   trip unremunerative.    Theatre managers
offered them liberal terms for exhibitions, but, heeding
the advice of their ever-present spirit monitor, who said
that their manifestations, being supernatural, should
be kept above the level of theatrical entertainments,
they declined, though much against the wish of their
business   manager.    During   their   month's   stay  in
Berlin they were visited by members of the Royal
family.    After   three weeks in Hamburg they pro-
ceeded to Belgium, where considerable success was
attained in Brussels, and all the principal towns. They
next went to Russia, arriving in St. Petersburg on
December 27, 1866.    On January 7, 1867, they gave
their first public seance to an audience numbering one
thousand.    The next stance was at the residence of the
French Ambassador to  a  gathering of about fifty
people, including officers of the Imperial Court, and
on January 9 they gave a seance in the Winter Palace
to the Emperor and the Imperial family.   They after-
wards visited  Poland and  Sweden.    On  April   n,
1868, they reappeared in London at the Hanover
Square Rooms, and received an enthusiastic welcome
from a crowded audience.    Mr. Benjamin Coleman,
a  prominent  Spiritualist,  who  arranged  their first
public seances in London, writing at this   time of
their   stay   of   close   on   four    years   in   Europe,
says : *

* Spiritual Magazine, 1868, p. 321.
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